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Gulfshore Opera presents ‘The Mikado’ in three Southwest Florida
locations
BY JOSEPH CAULKINS
Florida Weekly Music Columnist

General/artistic director Steffanie Pearce established Gulfshore
Opera with a vision of inclusiveness and accessibility.

Though it’s still in its inaugural season, this burgeoning arts
organization has much to celebrate with a compelling mission of
bringing quality opera to Charlotte, Lee and Collier counties at
affordable prices.

Gulfshore Opera will present Gilbert and Sullivan’s

“The Mikado” Saturday, Feb. 28, at the Charlotte Performing Arts
Center in Punta Gorda;

Sunday, March 1 at First Christian Church in downtown Fort
Myers; and Friday, March 6, at the Center for the Arts in Bonita
Springs. This full-scale production will be conducted by Dr. Trent
Brown (FGCU choral and conducting professor), directed by

Louis Dall’Ava (New York Gilbert & Sullivan Players), and will feature the Gulfshore Opera chorus,
orchestra and a cast of seasoned vocalists performing alongside the region’s brightest emerging stars.

“ The Mikado” is one of the most frequently-performed musical theater pieces in history. Its 1885
premiere at London’s Savoy Theatre was so successful that it ran for a record 672 performances.
Today, it is considered to be the apex of Gilbert and Sullivan’s proli�c partnership.

The setting of this comedic operetta is the �ctitious Japanese town of Titipu. The town is full of
colorful characters including three little maids, a wandering minstrel, a hilariously corrupt public of�cial
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Louis Dall’Ava will appear as
Pooh-Bah in Gulfshore Opera’s 
production of “The Mikado.”

Justin John Moniz plays 
Nanki-Poo.

and the Lord High Executioner.

“We are casting our net very wide with a borderline music theater
piece,” said Ms. Pearce. “We’re reaching out to people who think
that they don’t like opera or have never been to an opera before.
It is an English comedy with memorable melodies and it has a
sense of familiarity and comfort. It is not something you would
be bored or intimidated by. These are the reasons we looked
toward Gilbert and Sullivan for these performances.”

To direct this crowd favorite, Ms. Pearce chose a colleague and
good friend, Louis Dall’Ava. Mr. Dall’Ava has played 26 different
principal roles in Gilbert and Sullivan operettas, is an acclaimed
bass-baritone and stage director and was the perfect choice to
perform the role of Pooh-Bah.

Dr. Trent Brown, an assistant professor at Florida Gulf Coast
University and a frequent collaborator with Ms. Pearce, will lead
the musical direction. “When I �rst moved to Southwest Florida,
Steffanie was very supportive of the work I was doing at FGCU,”

Mr. Brown said. “She
provided many opportunities for the
students to perform in various
productions. Now with Gulfshore
Opera, I wanted to see the students
continue to experience the art form of
opera in a professional setting.”

The cast will include Collier
County native Kellie
Cullinan in the role of
Yum-Yum, tenor Justin
John Moniz as Nanki-Poo,
bass Ryan Allen as the
Mikado of Japan, and
baritone Stephen Quint as
Ko-Ko.

A compelling mission

Gulfshore Opera’s vision is to present performances in three counties
while making the art form accessible to the entire population by
maintaining affordable ticket prices. These types of productions are

Kellie Cullinan will appear as Yum-Yum.



very expensive with sets, costumes, orchestra and the cost of
bringing in guest artists. By performing multiple shows, ticket revenue
covers much of the hard production costs.

“That’s the practical business aspect of why this formula is good
for this region,” Ms. Pearce said. “We are dealing with key areas in
close proximity that could all comfortably �ll a theater for one
night, but not a run of three or four shows.”

The cultural reason for the company’s vision is equally
compelling. “It is very exciting to reach out into a new area that
doesn’t have this type of cultural enrichment,” Ms. Pearce said.
“Gulfshore Opera is something that the whole region can
embrace. We want to be the people’s opera company that the
whole region can embrace.”

A commitment to education

Investing in educational outreach is also integral to Gulfshore
Opera’s mission.

The Harmony Choir is a social program that uses music as a tool to help disadvantaged youth and is
part of El Sistema USA. El Sistema began in 1992 in Venezuela and is now a tested model of how
music can dramatically change the life trajectory of thousands of at-risk children. With more than 100
programs in the U.S. and 1,000 program sites worldwide in more than 50 countries, this program is
now a global educational movement.

Gulfshore Opera’s partnership with Artis—Naples is already making a difference with classes held
every Saturday. The Harmony Choir uses music to enable children to feel like an asset within their
community. “We help them become more con�dent, give them social skills and help them get ahead in
the community at large,” said Ms. Pearce. “We like to say we are promoting community harmony
through the Harmony Choir.”

For this production of “The Mikado,” the company has partnered with the Charlotte Public Schools to
give more than 800 students their �rst taste of opera by attending the �nal dress rehearsal on Friday,
Feb. 27. Gulfshore Opera will also be leading two master classes for high school students, led by
director Mr. Dall’Alva and Ms. Pearce, an experienced producer, director, performer and vocal teacher.

A vibrant future

“The company’s three-to-�ve-year plan is to have shared balance, support and participation in the three
counties,” Ms. Pearce said. “We plan to grow the Harmony Choir outreach program and expand our
participation with the school districts in all three counties.”

Gulfshore Opera is currently in discussions about adding a Harmony Choir in Lee County next year. His

Ryan Allen plays the Mikado.



hopeful, with strong foundation and grant support, to add a full-time director for the El Sistema
program and to reach even more students.

While its current audience base is in Collier County, the organization is working toward building
audiences in Lee and Charlotte counties.

Gulfshore Opera hopes to make an impact in these communities by presenting a variety of
productions that are moderately priced.

“It’s not just for those sophisticates who can afford the very high-priced tickets,” Ms. Pearce said, “it’s
for everybody.”

—Joseph Caulkins isaconductor, mountaineer, writer and all- ar ound Renaissance man. He has led
chor al and orchestral ensembles for more than 30 years and is currently the artistic director of
Sarasota’s Key Chorale and Una Voce: The Florida Men’s Chorale in Tampa. ¦

Gilbert & Sullivan’s “Mikado,” Gulfshore Opera

>> When: Saturday, Feb. 28
>> Time: 7:30 p.m.
>> Where: Charlotte Performing Arts Center,
701 Carmalita St., Punta Gorda

>> When: Sunday, March 1
>> Time: 4 p.m.
>> Where: First Christian Church, 2061
McGregor Blvd., Fort Myers

>> When: Friday, March 6
>> Time: 7:30 p.m.
>> Where: Center for the Arts, 26100 Old US
41 Road, Bonita Springs

>> Cost: $35 general, $50 preferred, $65
premium
>> Info: gulfshoreopera.org or 529-3925




